ONE STEP AWAY FROM A NEW NATIONAL PROJECT IN MEXICO
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Mexico is going through a historical period. The struggle to create growth, social justice, human development and safety, demands hard work, creativity and talent.

 This July 2nd, the Mexican people will have an opportunity to write a new chapter in the nation’s history.


 At stake is not an election between different candidates or parties, but something much more profound.


 The choice is to continue with more of the same, or begin a new and better National Project.


 The choice is to continue with a monopoly of power or achieve the much-awaited transition to democracy.


 The Alliance for Change, formed between the National Action Party (PAN) and the Green Party of Mexico, offers a change that is both sustainable and future-oriented, loyal to a vision whereby Mexico will enjoy, within one generation’s time, the following:

Economic stability

Sustained and sustainable economic growth

Balanced regional development

Democracy and rule of law

Development of human capital

Well-paid jobs, and

Opportunity of a dignified life for all.


 Mexico’s recent economic history has been a real tragedy. Our growth has been paltry, poorly-distributed and at the expense of our ecology. We have lost much precious time and wasted many resources.

My struggle is to make Mexico economically successful, to place it among those other nations that both grow the pie and distribute it better, that both create wealth and ensure human development.

Our program is ambitious in its growth targets, because it responds to Mexico’s needs.

It is clear that six years will not be enough to solve all the backlog of problems we will inherit after decades of mismanagement. But it is also clear, that in six years of good government we can establish the foundations for sustained and sustainable economic growth of seven percent, and to reverse the poor distribution of that wealth.


To achieve this goal, I have proposed a serious program with a long-term view, that includes a commitment to build these economic foundations.

I have declared my support for the central bank’s autonomy, and for its stated goal of achieving an annual inflation rate of only two to three percent, no later than the year 2003.


 Because I share this inflationary target, I have made fiscal reform a central point in my economic program. Our aim is to achieve a budget surplus by our fourth year in government.


 We plan to carry out the necessary structural reforms to modernize the country and increase the competitiveness of its economy. Our government will be modern, strategic-minded, accountable and transparent, and in the vanguard of society.


 Our proposal is to grow but grow with quality, with human quality. To grow without distributing is neither sustainable nor humane.


 No country can survive with the type of development Mexico has produced in the last decades, with oases of development surrounded by deserts of human deprivation; islands of prosperity surrounded by seas of misery and need.

So that my six years of government will achieve a substantial reduction in poverty and a significant improvement in wealth distribution, a new impetus to eradicate poverty will be necessary.

We do not propose more of the same programs whose aim is to increase dependence by the poor to the government and its party monopoly. Our programs will be oriented towards generating opportunities for inclusion, production and jobs.

The present regime has achieved a relatively acceptable macroeconomic policy. This is indispensable, but not enough.

In order to achieve a just and humane society, in order to grow with quality, we need to achieve other fundamentals as well: The most important of which is human capital.

I have proposed to spend eight percent of Mexico’s gross domestic product on education during my administration. But our education policy will also include a new vision for education.

The twenty-first century demands an Education Revolution oriented towards a model of “permanent education,” whereby our kids “learn to learn”; only this way can they take advantage of the dynamic changes brought about by technological development.

An Education Revolution that aims to teach our kids to think critically, analytically, creatively and independently, so that they learn to reason and research, and not just memorize; so they will discuss and persuade, not just accept old and tired dogmas.

Our proposal is to grow but grow with quality, with environmental quality. Growth without respect for the environment is neither sustainable nor fair for the next generations.

Studies conducted in the early ‘90s reveal that the costs of Mexico’ ecological degradation and devastation amounted to twenty percent of the country’s gross domestic product. This is a real tragedy: What little we grow is at the expense of the environment.

It is indispensable to breathe new life into our environmental policy. In my government, we will launch a Green Plan. We will give a strong mandate to our National Ecology Institute, to put the breaks on ecological deterioration and reverse natural resource degradation. Non-governmental organizations will be the eyes and ears of the government’s progress.

Mexico clamors for a National Project that will augment its democracy with three elements: jobs, security and personal development. None can be achieved without the rule of law.

Everyone knows about Mexico’s palsied system of law enforcement and justice, and its weak institutions.

Never before has Mexican society been subject to so much disappointment and so much fear.

We need a rule of law that includes not only just laws, but competent officials that govern according to those laws.

We need a modern institutional order that recognizes Mexico’s political diversity and promotes the balance of power; that rebuilds the state on legal and moral bases; that promotes federalism and that recovers the trust of the citizens.

On the subject of corruption, there are two differing points of view. One believes that Mexico’s transition to democracy requires a grand pardon of corrupt officials, that we “start anew” with stability and with mechanisms to prevent future corruption. The other point of view contemplates a public lynching of all those guilty of violating the public trust.

Neither of these two ways will ensure an orderly transition for Mexico. The advocates of blanket forgiveness would leave intact all the networks of complicity that have allowed and fomented corruption for so many decades. Those that want a public lynching would find so much resistance as to make the construction of a new constitutional order impossible.

I propose a third way that prudently, fairly and intelligently will permit us to dismantle the illicit networks, satisfy the nation’s very justified craving for the truth, and to apply justice where necessary, in order to clarify the past as well as to build the foundations for a new constitutional life. Only this way can we rebuild Mexico without violence.

My dear friends:

Academics have depicted several scenarios for Mexico. One of them contemplates continuing with the one-party regime. They call it “the golden cage”—more armored cars, electric fences, menacing walls, more conflicts such as the UNAM strike and Chiapas. In other words, more polarization.

This reflects what Mexicans already know: the nation’s problems will not be solved through the same methods that created them nor by the same characters that tolerated them. The regime is obsolete, unresponsive and has lost its ability to progress, especially towards the demands of the twenty-first century. Mexico badly needs a new National Project.

The Alliance for Change has a fundamental goal to build, together with all of Mexican society, a project for our common futures, without social disruptions and without violence.

We want to put an end to the long era when the one-party regime believed itself the master of truth, the heir of our history and the exclusive venue of society’s aspirations.

Instead of an illegitimate state party, a regime of lies and a war against civil society, we want to build a democracy, an honest government and opportunities for all.


I am convinced that a change of system is the only way towards a different and better project for all Mexicans. This project will either come from outside the present regime, or will not come at all. This is the historical meaning of the July 2nd election.

We are one step away from a democratic transition, from creating a common project to build an economically modern nation with a high degree of human development, where people can live in peace and enjoy opportunities for a dignified life.

This coming century is the century of knowledge and information, of communication and networks. All mankind awaits great changes and sees the future with hope. Governments have to reinvent themselves and adapt to be abreast of these new challenges.

If Mexico does not change, if it does not modernize to face its many problems, we will waste the twenty-fist century like we wasted the twentieth.

But I am confident that Mexico will begin the twenty-fist century with the right foot forward, that we will agree on a project that builds trust and hope in our chosen path. A project that will allow Mexico to face the future with confidence.

We are one step away from a democratic transition. I offer Mexico a pact of unity and reconciliation. I expect from the present authorities a new attitude, so that we can reach the next historical level in peace. It is time to prove that above all our personal and temporal interests lie the greater national aspirations of Mexico.

